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Kelly Smallridge receives prestigious Governor’s Business Ambassador Award 

West Palm Beach, FL – Kelly Smallridge, President and CEO of the Business Development Board 

of Palm Beach County (BDB) was awarded with the Governor's Ambassador Award for her 25 

year contribution to economic development in Palm Beach County.  Additionally, the Governor 

recognized the BDB as one of the top performing economic development organizations in the 

state. Governor Rick Scott presented the award to Smallridge at the May 9 Enterprise Florida 

Board meeting.  

Recipients of the Governor’s Ambassador Award receive a medal featuring the Florida state seal 

and reads “Governor’s Business Ambassador.” The back side of the award features the 

recipient’s name and the date the medal was awarded. 

The Governor’s Ambassador Award was created by the Executive Office of the Governor and 

Enterprise Florida, Inc. in 2012 to recognize individuals and companies that have made 

significant contributions to the state of Florida’s economic development. 

Governor Scott said, “I am pleased to present Kelly Smallridge with the Governor’s Business Ambassador 

Medal for her tireless efforts to create jobs in South Florida.  She has been a champion for our efforts at 

the state level to eliminate barriers on manufacturers by removing the tax on machinery and 

equipment, which creates more jobs and opportunities for Florida families.” 

Smallridge, who serves on the Enterprise Florida Board of Directors stated, “I’m pleased and 

honored to have received the Governor’s Ambassador Award and it’s especially meaningful to 



have been presented with the award by Governor Scott in the company of the esteemed 

Enterprise Florida Board of Directors.” 

The BDB is a not-for-profit corporation, our primary purpose is to attract and retain new industry, 

business investment, high quality jobs and workforce development through corporate relocations, 

expansions and international trade.  During the past five years, the BDB has assisted companies that 

have created more than 9,000 direct jobs with average salaries greater than $57,000, resulting in more 

than $493 million in capital investment to Palm Beach County and an economic impact that exceeds 

$3.47 billion. Additional information can be found at the BDB’s Web site, BDB.org. 

# # # 

 

 

 

 

 


